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*10 TITLE 47 UOT AL IR A
LEGISLATIVE RULES Ve o
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES i—- s

EEL!_’\-.':E.f,.ixi dood
SERIES 12
MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING REGULATIONS
¥09 §47-12-1. General.
1.1, Scope and Purpose. -- These regulations establish

the open seasons and the bag, size, age, weight, and sex
limits with respect to the hunting of waterfowl and other
migratery game birds in this 3tate.

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Code §§20-1-17(7) and 294-
1-3{e).

1.3. Filing Date. -- fugust 28, 1987.

1.4, Effective Date. -- September 1, 1987.

1.5. Incorporation by Reference. -- Whenever federal

regulations are eited in or Incorporated intec these
regulations, the reference is to the federal regulations in
effect on August 28, 1687.

1.6. Promulgation History. -- These regulations replace
West Virginia Administrative Regulations, Department of
Natural EResources, Series 12, that were filed on August 29,
1986 and effective on September 1, 1986.

1.7. Seasons in General. -- All seasons are subject €0
change under the provisions of W. Va, Code $20-1-T7(7).
Opening and closing dates are inclusive and time periods
shall be prevailing  time unless noted ctherwise in these
regulatbions. ,Sundayzﬁunting is illegal.

7.8. Concurrent Hunting. -- Concurrsnt hunting for
waterfowl on major rivers, lakes, and reservoirs is legal
during the bueks-only deer season if the season for such
waterfowl is also open.

1.9. West Virginia Migratory Waterfowl Conservation
Stamp. -- Each waterfowl hunter sixzteen (18) years of age
and over, except those persons exempt by statute from the
payment of hunting license fees, must carry on his person a
valid West Virginia Migratory Waterfowl Conservation Stamp
(i.e., a "state duck stamp") signed in ink across the face.
Thig stamp is not nseded in order $0 hunt coots, doves,
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gallinules, rails, sunipes, or woodcock.
#0Q §47-12-2. Definitions.

2.1. T'Aggregate" means the total bag or possession
limit of similar kinds of migratory game birds.

2.2. "Bait" means shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn,
wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.

2.3. "Baited Area" means any area where balting cccurs.

2.4, "Baiting" means the difect or indirect placing,

exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering of bait so
as to  constitute for migratory game birds a lure,
attraction, or enticement to, on, or over any areas whsre
hunters are attempting to fake them. P

2.5. "Blind Area" means the area within- seventy-five
(75) yards of the hunter's assigned blind.

2.6, "Migratcry Game Birds" means theose migratory birds
defined in 50 C.F.R. §20.11 and belcnging to the families
listed in Sections 2.6.a through 2.6.d of these regulations
for which open seascns are prescribed in Secticn 3 of these
regulations.

2.6.a. Anatidae {ducks, geese, brant, and swans).
2.6.b. Columbidae {doves and pigeons).
2.6.c. Gruidae (little brown cranes).
2.6.d. Rallidae (rails, coots, and gallinules).
2.7. '"Paraplegic" means an individual afflicted with
paralysis of the lower half of the body with involvement of

both legs, usually due to disease of or injury to the spinal
cord.

2.8. "Prevailing Time" means either Eastern Standard
Time or Daylight Saving Time and shall be that time
proclaimed by the governor of the State.

2.9. "Waterfowl" means migratory game birds of the
family Anatidae ({ducks, geese,/brant, and swans) for which
cpen Seasons are prescribed in Section 3 of these
regulations,

2,10, "Zone 1" means the entire State except Zone 2.
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2.171. "Zone 2" means the following area:

2.11.2. Beginning at the West Virginia-Maryland
boundary line, the eastern boundary of Zone 2 extends south
along U.S, Route 220 through Keyser, West Virginia to the
intersection with U.8. Route 30 and follows U.S. Route 50
to the intersection with State Route §3. The eastern
boundary then follows  State Route §3 south to the
intersection with State Route 42 and continues south on
State Route 42 to Petersburg. At Petersburg, the eastern
boundary follows State Route 28 south te Minnehaha Springs
and then follows State Route 39 west o U.S. Route 219. The
eastern boundary then follows U.3. Route 219 south fo ths
intersection with Interstate 64,

2.11.b. The southern boundary of Zone 2 follows
Interstate 64 west to the intersection with U.S. Route €0
and then follows U.S. Route 60 west %o the intersection
with U.S. Route 19.

2.117.c. The western boundary of Zone 2 follows
J.S. Route 19 north to the intersection with Interstate 76
and then follows Interstate 78 north to the intersecticn
with U.S. Route 43.

2.11.d. The northern boundary of Zone 2 follows
U.8., Route U8 esast to the West Virginia-Maryland boundary
line, ) ' :

*09 §47-12-3. Open Seasons.
3.1. Mourning Dove Season.

3.1.a. The first segment of this season opens on
September 1, 1987 and closes on Qctober 31, 1987. Shooting
hours in the first segment are from noon until sunset.

3.1.b. The second segment of this season opens on
December 25, 1987 and closes on January 2, 1988. Shooting
hours in the second segment are from thirty (30) minutes
beflore sunrise until sunset.

3.2. PBRail Seasern (Scra and Virginia Rails). -- This
season opens on September 1, 1987 and closes on November 7,
1987. Sheooting hours are from thirty (30) minutes before
sunrise until sunset. There 1s no open seasecn for king
rails or clapper rails.

3.3. Woodcock Season. -- This season opens on  October
17, 1987 and closes on November 30, 1887. Shooting hours
are from thirty (30) minutes before sunrise until sunset.
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3.4. Common Snipe Season. -- This season opens on
September 1, 1987 and closes on December 16, 1987. Shooting
hours are from thirty (30) minutes before sunrise until
sunset.

3.5. Duck Seasons.

3.5.a. Zone 1 Duck Season.
3.5.a.1. The first segment of this season
cpens on COctober 3, 1987 and closes on Cctober 17, 1687.
3.5.a.2. The seccnd segment of this season
opens on December 23, 1987 and closes on January 16, 1988,
2.5.b. Zone 2 Duck Season,
3.5.b.1. The first segment of_ this season
opens on October 5, 1987 and closes on October 17, 1987.
3.9.b.2. The second segment of this season
opens on November 2, 1987 and closes on November 26, 1987.
3.5.¢c. There i1s no open season for canvasbacks.
3.6. Merganser Seasons.
3.6.a. Zone 1 Merganser Season.
3.6.2.1. The first segment of this season
opens on October 5, 1987 and closes on October 17, 1987.
3.6.a.2. The second segment of this season
opens on Decemher 23, 1987 and c¢loses on January 16, 1988,
3.6.b. Zone 2 Merganser Season.
“3.6.b.1. The first segment of this season
opens on Cctober 5, 1987 and closes con QOctober 17, 1087.
3.6.b.2. The second segment of this season
opens on November 2, 1987 and closes on November 26, 1987.
3.7. Coot Seasons.
3.7.a. Zcne 1 Coot Season.
3.7.a2.1. The first segment of this season
opens on October 5, 1987 and closes on October 17, 1987.

3.7.a.2. The second segment of this season
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December 23, 1987 and closes on January 16, 1988.
3.7.b. Zone 2 Coot Season,

3.7.b.1. The first segment of this season
October 5, 1987 and closes on October 17, 1987.

3.7.b.2. The second segment of this season
November 2, 1987 and closes on November 26, 1987.

Gallinule Seasons.
3.8.a. Zone ' Gallinule Season.

//’5.8.a.7. The first segment of this season
October 5, 1987 and closes on October 17, 1587,

3.8.2.2. The second segment of this season
December 23, 1987 and closes on January 16, 1988.

3.8.b. Zone 2 Gallinule Seascn,

3.8.b.1. The first segment of this season
October 5, 1987 and closes on October 17, 1987.

3.8.b.2. The second segment of this season
November 2, 1987 and closes on November 26, 1987.

Canada Goose Seasons.
3.9.a. Zone 1 Canada Cocse Season.

3.9.a.1. The first segment of this season
October 5, 1987 and closes on October 17, 1987.

3.9.a.2. The second segment of this season
December 23, 1987 and closes cn January 16, 1988.

3.9.b. Zone 2 Canada Goose Season.

3.9.b.1. The first segment of £this season
October 5, 1987 and closes on Cetober 17, 1987.

3.9.8.2. The second segment of this seascn
November 2, 1987 and closes on November 26, 1987,

Snow Goose and Blue Goose Seasons.
3.10.a. Zone 1 Snow Goose and Blue Goose Season.

2.10.a.1. The first segment of this ssason
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opens on October 5, 1987 and closes on October 17, 1937.

3.10.a.2. The second segment of this season
opens on December 23, 1987 and closes on January 16, 1988.

2,10.b. Zone 2 Snow Goose and Blue Goose Season,

3.10.b.1. The first segment of fhis season
opens on October 5, 1987 and closes on October 17, 1687.

2.10.b.2. The s=cond segment of this season
opens on November 2, 1987 and closes on November 26, 1987.

3.11. Brant Seasons.

3.11.a. Zone 1 Brant Season. -- Thisz season opens
on December 23, 1987 and closes on January 16, 1938.

3.11.2., Zone 2 Brant Season. -- Thils season opens
on November 2, 1987 and closes on Novemper 26, 1937.

3.12, Swan Season. -- There Is no open season for
swans.

#0g §47-12-U4. Bag and Possession Limits.

4.1, Mourning Doves. -- The bag limit is twelve (12)
doves per day. The possession limit is twenty-four {24)
doves. - :

4,2, Sora and Virginia Rails., -- The bag limit Iis

twenty-five (25) rails in aggregate per day. The possession
limit is twenty-five (25) rails in aggregate.

4.3, Woodcock. -- The bag limit is three (3) woodcock
per day. The possession limit is six (&) woodeock.

4.4, Common Snipe. -- The bag limit is eight (8) snipes
per day. The possession limit is sixteen (16}.Snipes.

4.5, Ducks. -- The bag limit is four (%) ducks in
aggregate per day, as specified in Section h.5.a of these
regulaticns. The possession limit is eight {8) ducks in
aggregate, as specified in Section 4.5.b of these
regulations.

4.,5,a, The daily bag limit of four {4) ducks in
aggregate may include no more than three (3) mallards, of
which only one (1) may be a hen; nc more than one (1)
pintails; no more than two (2} redneads; no mere than one
{1} black duck; and no more than two (2} wood ducks.
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4.5.b. The possession limit of eight (8) ducks in

aggregate may ineclude no more than six (6) mallards, of -

which only two (2) may be hens; no more than two (2)
pintails; no more than four (&) redheads; nc more than two
(2) black ducks; and no more than four (4} wood ducks.

4.6, Mergansers. -- The bag limit is five (5)
mergansers in aggregate per day, as specified in Section
4.6.a of these regulations. The possession limit 1s ten
(10) mergansers in aggregate, as specified in Section 4.6.b
of these regulations.

/;f4.6.a. The daily bag limit of five (5) mergansers
in %gg?egate may include only one (1) hooded merganser.

4,6.b., The possession limit of ten (10) mergansers
in aggregate may include no more than two (2} hooded
mergansers.

4.7. Cocots. -- The bag limit is fifteen (15) coots per
day. The pcssession limit is thirty (30) coots.

4.8. Gallinules., -- The bag Llimit 1iIs fifteen (15)
gallinules per day. The possession limit is thirty (30)
gallinules. .

4.9, C(Canada Geese. -- The bag limit is three (3) Canada
geese per day. The possession limit is six {6) Canada
geese.

4,10. Snow Geese and Blué Geese. -- The bag limit is
four (4) sncw and blue geese in aggregate per day. The
posgession limit is eight (8) snow and blue geese 1Iin
aggregate, .

4,11, Brant. -- The bag limit is two {(2) brant per day.
The possession limit is four (4) brant.

#00 §47-12-5. Special Extra Bag and Possession Limits.

5.1. Teal {Blue-Winged and Green-Winged Tezl). -- An
extra twe (2) teal in aggregate per day, four (4) teal in
aggregate in possession may be taken for the period
commencing on October 5, 1987 and ending on October 13,
1987. These extra bag and possession limits are in addition
to the regular duck bzg znd possession limits in Seetion 4.5
of these regulations.

5.2. Scaup. -- &n extra two (2) scaup per day, four (4)
seaup in possession may be taken during the duck seasons
established in Section 3.5 of these regulations. These
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exira bag and possession limits are in addition %o the
regular duck bag and possession limits in Section 4.5 of
these regulations.

¥09 §U47-12-6. Federal Regulations.

6.1. The purpose of Section 6 of these regulations is
£o recapitulate federal regulations that are found in 50
C.F.R. Part 20 concerning the taking, possession, shipping,
Eransporting, and storing of migratcry game birds.

6.2. Illegal Methods of Taking Migratory Game Birds,

6.2.2. No person may take migratory game birds
with a trap, snare, net, crossbow, rifle, pistol, swivel
gun, shotgun larger than 10-gauge, punt gun, battery gun,
machine gun, f'ishhock, polison, drug, explosive, or
stupefying substance, :

6.2.b. MNo person may take migratory game birds
with a shotgun capable of holding more than three shells,
unless it is plugged with =2 one-piece filler which is
incapable of removal without disassembling the gun.

6.2.c. No person may take migratory game birds
from a sink box (a low floating device having a depression
af'fording the hunter a means of concealment beneath the
surface of the water).

6.2.d. No person may take migratory game birds
from or with the aid or use of a moter vehicle, motor-driven
land conveyance, or aireraft of any kind, except as provided
in-Section 6.2.d.1 of these regulations.

§.2.d.1. Paraplegics and perscns missing one
or both legs may take migratery game birds from any
stationary motor venicle or stationary motor-driven land
conveyance,

£.2.e. No person may take migratory game birds
from or by means of any motorboat or sailboat unless the
motor has been completely shut off or fhe sail furled and
progress therefrom has ceased. -

6.2.£, No person may take migratory game birds by
the use or aid of live birds as decoys.

6.2.£.1. All live, tame, or ecaptive ducks and
geese must have been removed from the hunt area for a period
of ten (10) consecutive days pricr to hunting and confined
within an enclosure which substantially reduces the
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audibility of <their calls and totally conceals such tame
birds from the sight of migratory waterfowl.

6.2.g. No person may take migratory game birds by
the use of records or tapes of migratory bird calls or

sounds, or recorded or electrically-amplified imitatlons of
bird calls.

£.2.h. No person may take migratory game birds by
cencentrating, driving, rallying, or chasing such birds with
any motorized land, water, or air conveyance or any
sailboat.

6.2.1. No person may take migratory game birds by
the aid of baiting, or on or over any baited area. Hunters
should be aware that a baited area 1is considered to be
baited for ten (10) days after the removal of the bait, and
it is not necessary for the hunter to know an area is baited

to be in viclation of federal regulations and Section 6.2 of
these regulations.

6.3. Closed Season. -— No person may take migratory
game birds during the closed season.

6.4, Shooting or Hawking Hours. -- No person may take
migratory game birds except during the hours open to
shooting or hawking as prescribed in these regulations.

6.5. Daily Bag Limit. -- No person may take mere than
the daily bag limit of any migratery game bird.

6.6. Field Possession Limit. -- No person may possess
more than the daily bag limit of any migratory game bird
while in the field or while returning from the field %o
one's car, hunting camp, home, or other place.

6.7. Wanton Waste. -- All migratory game birds killed
or crippled must be retrieved if possible and retained in
the custody of the hunter in the field.

6.8. Tagging. -- No person may give, put, or leave
migratory game birds at any place, or in the custody of
another person, unless the birds are tagged by the hunter

with the following information:
§.8.a. The hunter's signature;
6.8.b. The hunter's address;

6.8.c. The total number of birds involved, by
species; and
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6.8.d. The date(s) such birds were killed,

6.9. Custody of Birds of Another, -- No persen may
receive or have in his custody migratory game birds
belonging o another person unless such birds are properly
tagged. .

6.10. Possession of Live Birds. -~- No person may at any
time, or by any means, possess or Ltransport ilive migratory
game birds taksen under 50 C.F.R. Part 20 cor under these
regulations. Wounded birds reduced to possession must be
immediately killed and included in the daily bag limit,

6.11. Field Dressing. -- No person may completely field
dress migratory game birds, except doves and band-tailed
pigeons, and then transport the birds from the field. The

head or one fully-feathered wing must remain attached to =211
such birds while being transported from the field to one's
home or to a migratory bird preservation faclility, as
defired in 50 C.F.R. §20.11.

6.12., Shipment, -- No person may ship migratory game
birds unless the package is marked on the ocutside with the
following information:

6.12.a. The name and address of the person sending
the birds;

6.12.b. The name and address of the person tc whom
the birds are being sent; and

6.12.c. The number of birds, by species, contained
in the package.

6.13. Importation. -- For information regarding the
importation of migratery birds killed in ancther country,
hunters should consult 50 C.F.R. §§20.861 through 20.66. O(ne
(1) fully-feathered wing must remain attached to all
migratory game birds being transported between the port of
entry and one's home or toe a migratory bird preservation
facility, as defined in 50 C.F.R. §20.11. No person may
import migratory game birds kililed in any foreign country,
except Canada, unless such birds are dressed (except as
required in 50 C.F.R. §20.63), drawn, and the head and feet
removed. Ne person may import migratory game birds ..
belonging to another person, - o

6.14. Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation
Stamp. -- Bach waterfowl hunter sixteen (16) years of =zge
and over must carry on his person a valid federal Migratory
Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp {(i.e., a "duek stamp")

10
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signed in ink across the face. This stamp is not needed in
order tc hunt coots, doves, gallinules, rails, snipes, or
woodeock.

6.15. Dual Viclation. -- Viclation of state migratory
bird regulations (i.e., these regulations} is also a
viclation of federal regulaticns.

#09 §47-12-7. MeClintic Wildlife Station.

7.1. The provisions of Sections 3 through & of these
regulations are in effect at the MeClintic Wildlife Statioen,
except as provided in Sections 7.2 and 7.3 of these
regulations.

7.2. Waterfowl hunting is prohibited on Ponds #1, #£2,
#12, #£13, and #16.

7.3, The Controlled Waterfowl Hunting Area.

7.3.a. The contrelled waterfowl hunting area 1s
marked by signs and inecludes Ponds #3, #6, #7, #8, #9, #11,
#17, #18, #19, #36 #39, and #40.

7.3.b, Hunting on the controlled area is
restricted to waterfowl hunting from state-contreolled
blinds. Only waterfowl may be taken in the contrelled area
during the period established by Sectien 7.3.c of these
regulations even if other hunting seasons run concurrently.

7.3.c. Shooting hours in the controlled aresa are
from thirty {(30) minutes before sunrise until noon for the
period commencing on October 5, 1987 and ending on October
17, 1987.

7.3.4. Waterfowl hunting in the controlled area is
by permit only.

7.3.d.1. Applications for controlled area
hunting permits must be received at the DNR Point Fleasant
Office, Route 1, Box U484, Point Pleasant, West Virginia
25550, prior to September 13, 1887.

7.3.d.2. Letters of notification granting
controlled area hunting permits will be sent to successful
applicants. .

7.3.4.3. Controlled area hunting permits are
not transferable,

7.3.e. Hunters with valid controlled area hunting

11
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permits must report to the MeClintic Wildlife Station Office
prior to six o'clock antemeridian (6:00 a.m.) on the morning
of the hunt, Failure to report by that time forfeits the
hunter's reservation and the reserved blind will then be
filled on a first-come, first-served basis.

7.3.f. Hunters 1in the centrolled area  are
restrieted to fifteen {15) shells ger hunter per day per
hunt and must have a valid controlled hunting permit in
possession while hunting in the controlled area.

7.3.g2.  Cuns must be cased and unloaded except when
in the blind area. -

7:.3.an. Alcoholic beverages are prohibited in the
blind area.-
o

7.3.i. Dogs must be on 2 leash except when in the
blind area. -

7.3.3. Hunters may nect travel mere than seventy-
five (75) yards from the blind in the pursuit of eripples.

7.3.k. Hunters must check out at the MeClintie
Wildlife  Statien 0Office, present the day's bag for
inspection, and return thelr controlled area hunting permits
prior t¢ one o'clock postmeridian (1:00 p.m.) on the day of
the hunt.

7.3.1. Hunters in the controlled area who viclate
the provisions of these regulations or conduct themselves in
an unsportsmanlike manner at the MeClintie Wildlife Station
will not recgeive any further permits.

12
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